
Planning for Opportunities

St. Albert
SMART GROWTH

www.stalbert.ca/smart-growth

WALK TO THE STORE,

TO SCHOOL AND TO WORK.

SUSTAIN

OUR CITY FOR

THE FUTURE.

CONNECT BY

SIDEWALKS, BIKES AND

BUSES TO WHERE YOU

HAVE TO GO.

LIVE IN A

VIBRANT, ACTIVE

NEIGHBOURHOOD

OF YOUR CHOICE.

Preserving the high quality of life and sense of community that define

St. Albert is a Council priority. Recognizing the need to maximize

land and resources, City Council directed the use of Smart Growth

principles to guide future growth and development.

The City is taking a leadership role in the Province by proposing an

innovative approach to implementing Smart Growth, to ensure St.

Albert continues to be a city of choice in the region. Smart Growth is

an exciting and innovative project that will shape the future of St.

Albert.

Smart Growth is an approach to land use planning and development

that uses principles and planning practices that result in more

efficient land use and transportation patterns.

It reduces distances between common activities like home, work,

school and services, which makes these more accessible to people

and supports alternative transportation modes.

WHAT IS SMART GROWTH?
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In February 2007, the City annexed approximately 1,336 hectares of

land. It will take up to 30 years to develop in full, and it is to these

annexed lands that regulations will apply.Smart Growth

WHY THE NEED

FOR SMART GROWTH?

There are constraints on all sides of St. Albert that could make it

very difficult for the City to add additional land for urban

development. These constraints include country residential

development, oil and gas pipelines, gas plants, the University Farm,

the airport industrial lands and the City of Edmonton. St. Albert

needs to maximize the land currently within its boundaries.

NO ROOM TO GROW

St. Albert Age Categories

1986

One-person

9%

Single-parent 9%

Couple with

kids 60%

Couple no

kids 21%

1986

0-19

37%

20-29

15%

30-39

20%

40-49

15%

50-59

8%

60+

5%

St. Albert Families

0-19

28%

20-29

12%
30-39

13%

40-49

18%

50-59

15%

60+

14%

2006

2006

One-

person

16%

Other 3%
Single-

parent 11%

Couple with

kids 40%

Couple no

kids 31%

The traditional family is no longer the predominant type of household

in St. Albert. Fully 60% of households in St. Albert are made up of

couples without children, seniors, singles or single-parent families.

These households are more likely to look for a different style of

housing, urban environment and lifestyle amenities in their

community.

HOUSEHOLDS & LIFESTYLES

ARE CHANGING

Commuting

20%

Shopping,

Errands,

Chauffeuring

80%

Where are we driving?

75% of St. Albert residents commute. Traffic congestion in the

Edmonton area costs $44 to 67 million of lost time annually. Driving

and congestion are significant contributors to many health issues

and costs. People spend an average of 60-90 minutes a day in their

car. Two-thirds of them would prefer to walk for shopping and

errands.

CONGESTION

The market is continually fluctuating and developers, business and

the City need flexibility to respond quickly to those changes. Our

infrastructure needs to be able to adapt to changing uses and

needs over time. Communities that have adopted Smart Growth

principles weathered the recent economic downturn better than

other communities.

MARKET CHANGES

www.stalbert.ca/smart-growth
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Traditional suburban development is costing more to develop and

maintain. To ensure St. Albert can continue to grow and still provide

a high level of services, the City needs to use its land more cost-

effectively.

INCREASING COSTS

Transit

Frequency

Infrastructure

Costs

Water Use

Traditional
Development

Smart Growth
Development
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SAVE SPACE, SAVE THE EARTH

Make the most of the land we have

Grow up, not out

CHOICES FOR BUSINESS

More location opportunities

More business type opportunities

A street system that disperses traffic, gives

more routes and more direct connections

More choices for housing close to services

and amenities

FOCUS ON NEIGHBOURHOODS

www.stalbert.ca/smart-growth

WHAT DOES SMART GROWTH

MEAN FOR ST. ALBERT?

MORE CIVIC SPACES

More places to gather, to reflect, to play

Bringing people together, creating community

No more turning our backs on the streets

Pedestrians belong, buildings face the streets

EMBRACE THE STREETS

CHOICES IN TRANSPORTATION

Take the bus, ride your bike, walk

Easy and quick alternatives to the car

Source: sitephocus.com

Source: pedbikeimages.org

Source: sitephocus.com
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