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St. Albert

The Public Realm

Photographs are from various communities and illustrate potential 
development concepts for St. Albert based on Smart Growth principles.



The Public Realm is …

Most critical component 
of an urban environment

• Streets

• Civic Spaces

• Building Facades
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/mikeygottawa



Well-designed streets

• Make up 30% of the city and the majority of the 
public realm

• Combine local ‘place-based’ users along the 
corridor with ‘passing-through’ users

• Accommodate cars, pedestrians, bicycles and 
transit

• Are anchored by destination nodes with various 
identifiable places along  it for people to be, to go 
about their daily activities and ‘live’ in the city

• Are part of the city, not separate from it

���������	�

St. Albert



Community Image 
Survey showed St. 

Albert residents 
prefer . . .
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http://www.worldisround.com/articles/328868/index.html



We’re proposing to change this . . .
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. . . to this
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Well-designed Civic Spaces

• Allow multiple activities in all seasons

• Bring the community and the public together
• Have different purposes throughout the City

• Are destinations, focal points, and public places 
for social and cultural activities

• Provide a sense of community and identity

• Build a connection between people, and with the 
community
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Community Image 
Survey showed St. 

Albert residents 
prefer . . .



We’re proposing to keep this  . . .
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. . . and add this ���������	�
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Well-designed Buildings

• Have facades that actively engage with the 
sidewalk and street in front

• Have heights and mass that effectively enclose the 
street or public space

• Create variety and interest necessary for 
encouraging people to walk

• Are flexible over time for the uses within the 
building
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Community Image 
Survey showed St. 

Albert residents 
prefer . . .

http://www.worldisround.com/articles/328868/index.html

http://beyonddc.com/



We’re proposing to change this . . .
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. . . to this


