Smart Growth
i ~ St. Albert

Planning for
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& convenient, environmentally
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Transportation
choices for people

NOT anti-car
5

Maximizing public investment

Flexibility and innovative
opportunities for developmen
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History of Smart Growth

EPA in the US initiated Smart Growth network ¢
199 ten principl{ Ten principles of Smart Growth
. Mix land uses
. Compact building design
. Housing choices
. Walkable neighbourhoods
. Sense of place
. Preservation
. Build on existing communities
. Transportation choices
. . Community involvement
7 S 10.Predictable, fair development decisi
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? No room to grow

Why? Households are changing
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People spend an average ¢
60-90 minutesdriving every day,

Victoria Transport Policy Institute

63% want to walk more t

. stores and for errand
75% of working

St. Albert residents
commute
City of St. Albert

Surface Transportation Policy Proje:

$44 to $67 millionof
time lost annually to traffic
congestion in Edmonton area

11 Transport Canada - T st Abert

Why? Public accountability

Costs

Personal Taxes

/\
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Erixast
dwelling unit
30% more ruroff

ostRper

83% more water consumptio

7% of land bas
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Why? Market flexibility
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Why? Keep St. Albert unique

ReSpuiisiblerisyrnment

Higinajelrigrodlfe
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AMDP policy 4.16 Smart
Growth & Design (July 2007)

A Council priority under Social
& Community Development
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Criticisms of Smart Growth
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Walkability
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Dense, mixed use centres and corridors
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Safe & comfortable pedestrian experience
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Livability

84%
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Wide, welldesigned sidewalks
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Well-designed, wellised civic spaces
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Easy access to frequent, reliable transit
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A place for bikes
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Curvilinear

Modmed Grid
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Combine built and natural systems

Energy efficient housing and neighbourhoo

l |

Smart Growth principles:
Walkability

Livability
Connectivity
Sustainability
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Smart Growth Survey

Talking with residents about

Smart Growth
Albert
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The Publ|c Realm

Astreets
ACivic Spaces
ABuilding Facades

Most critical component
of an urban environmen

Smart Growth
St Albert

1. Weltdesigned streets . . .

A Make up 30% of the city and tmeajority of the
public realm

ACombine l-baséddplaers a
corridor whtlhughas siiseg s

A Accommodate cars, pedestrians, bicycles and
transit

A Are anchored by destination nodes with various
identifiable places along it for people to be, to go
about their daily actiyv

A Are part of the city, not separate from it
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2. Weltdesigned Civic Spaces. . .

A Allow multiple activities in all seasons
A Bring the community and the public together
A Have different purposes throughout the City

A Are destinations, focal points, and public places
for social and cultural activities

A Provide a sense of community and identity

A Build a connection between people, and with the
community
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3. Welldesigned Buildings . . .

A Have facades that actively engage with the
sidewalk and street in front

A Have heights and mass that effectively enclose the
street or public space

A Create variety and interest necessary for
encouraging people to walk

A Are flexible over time for the uses within the
building

46 Smart Growth

St. Albert

People prefer . .
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New Ideal!

The Public Realm:

Streets
Civic spaces

Building frontages
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Best Practice for Smart Growth

A A new approach to zoning

A Becoming widely used in USA
AProvides fAstrul
A Focuses on the Public Realm
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Reviewed different approaches

A Focus on urban
form and design
A Focus on what is

allowed
A Building and street design
coordinated
A Easier to achieve compact, mixed use,
walkable developments

A Physical form is predictable, remains
54 constant over time Smart Growth
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A Conventional zoning
A Overlay

A Design guidelines

A Bonusing matrix

A Formbased zoning
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Shift in Focus for Land use
Conventional
Manage :
ment Design

approach

Design

Form-based Manage
approach Use ment

55 Smart Growth

St. Albert

Impact on St. Albert

A Challenges enabling
legislation (MGA)

A Used extensively in the
US, but St. Albert would
be thefirst in Canaddo
implement formbased
zoning as a tool to
implement Smart Growth

A Ensures greater integratio
of city department efforts
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Approach

A Use the forrdbased zoning
approach to focus on form

A Combine with some of the
processes, standards and

, formatting from the

- conventional zoning

L i % e AHybrid needed to meet MGA

requirements
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Where does it apply
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Four key elements

AFormbased District
AStreet Corridors

S T ——

ABuilding Type
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Five Form-based Districts
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Neighbourhood Activity Centre (NAC)
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Transitoriented District (TOD)
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Transitoriented District (TOD)
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Large-format Commercial (LFC)
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