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St. Albert

Form-based Zones

Photographs are from various communities and illustrate potential 
development concepts for St. Albert based on Smart Growth principles.



Five Form-based Zones
• Define specific areas or 

neighbourhoods of the city
• Based on form and function of the 

area, rather than a specific use
• Set the parameters for the type of 

development that will occur in a 
particular area

http://www.flickr.com
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Form-based Neighbourhood (FBN)

• Primarily residential neighbourhood
• Modified grid
• Buildings facing street, some back alleys
• Houses, duplexes, three/fourplex, 

townhouses
• Radius 400 m
• Neighbourhood Activity Centre as focal 

point
• Civic spaces within 200 m of each 

dwelling unit
• Density of 20 du/ha

icons.pe.wunderground.com
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Neighbourhood Activity Centre (NAC)

• Linear or compact focal point of 
neighbourhood, 10-15% of area of 
FBN

• More intense scale
• Three/fourplex, townhouse, 

low/mid-rise buildings
• Main neighbourhood transit stop
• One civic space plus at least two 

of: residential, retail, office, 
school, civic

• Minimum density of 30 du/ha

http://www.flickr.com
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Transit-oriented Development (TOD)

• High density node of residential, 
commercial and office

• Townhouse, low/mid-rise and high-
rise buildings

• Main commuter transit station 
• Two civic spaces plus at least three 

of: residential, retail, office, school, 
civic

• Pedestrian is highest priority
• 400-600m radius from transit station
• Minimum density of 75 du/ha

http://transitorienteddevelopment.dot.ca.gov/
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**
*

Transit-oriented Development (TOD)

Approximate 
location of 3 

Transit-oriented 
Developments 

*
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Large-format Commercial (LFC)
• Big box but better
• Focused around a central 

feature/ community space
• Park-once approach
• More pedestrian friendly
• Create a more local design
• Modified grid internal street 

system

http://www.cyburbia.org/gallery/showphoto.php/photo/15688
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Form-based Business Park (FBP)
• More campus-like design
• Central feature for employees
• Better accessibility options for 

employees
• More focus on design
• Light industrial/business park 

uses

http://www.flickr.com

http://www.businessfacilities.com/bf_06_09_news1.php
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